PREFACE

With anincreasinglyglobal economyand the explosive growth of the "World” in "World Wide
Web”, the computationalinguistics communityis facedas never beforewith the challengesand
opportunitiesof multi-linguality. At the sametime, the community has returnedwith renaved
enthusiasnto problemsof word meaning,especiallythe delineationand discriminationof word
senses.An intimaterelationshipbetweenthe two issuesis becomingapparent- for example,in

the consideratiorof translationequivalencein parallel corpora,the constructionof multilingual
ontologies,and the examinationof sensesn relation to specific natural languageapplications
suchasmachinetranslation,informationretrieval, summarizationetc. Theissueof multi-lingual

approachedo sensedistinctionswas also a centraltopic of discussionat the first SENSEVAL

conferencen 1998, andis oneof the areasto be coveredat SENSE\AL-2 (to be heldin Spring
2001).

This workshopaddressegproblemsof word sensedisambiguatiorand delineationof appropriate
sensdlistinctions,with specificemphasion approachethatinvolve morethanonelanguageand

thewaysin which obsenrationsaboutcross-linguistiequivalenceaffect our consideratiorof sense
divisionsin the individual languagesMore generally we seekto fosterdiscussiorandexchanges
of insightin ary areaof computationalinguisticswhereanon-monolinguaapproacho wordsense
issuess beingtaken.

Many peopleareowedthanksfor their contritutionsto settingup this workshop.We areespecially
gratefulto David Yarowsky andthe staf of the HumanLanguageTechnologyCenterat Hong

KongUniversity of ScienceandTechnologyfor theirwork in producingtheseproceedingsindera

very tight schedule.The SIGLEX'00 ProgramCommitteeenabledus to work within a very brief

time frame, by quickly turning aroundreviews for the substantiahumberof submissiongo the

conferenceFinally, theDepartmenbf ComputelScienceatVassarcCollegeprovidedadministratie

andorganizationakupport.All of themareresponsibldor the succes®f SIGLEX'00.
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