
PREFACE

With an increasinglyglobal economyand the explosive growth of the ”World” in ”World Wide
Web”, the computationallinguisticscommunityis facedasnever beforewith the challengesand
opportunitiesof multi-linguality. At the sametime, the communityhasreturnedwith renewed
enthusiasmto problemsof word meaning,especiallythe delineationanddiscriminationof word
senses.An intimaterelationshipbetweenthe two issuesis becomingapparent– for example,in
the considerationof translationequivalencein parallel corpora,the constructionof multilingual
ontologies,and the examinationof sensesin relation to specific natural languageapplications
suchasmachinetranslation,informationretrieval, summarization,etc. The issueof multi-lingual
approachesto sensedistinctionswas also a central topic of discussionat the first SENSEVAL
conferencein 1998,andis oneof the areasto be coveredat SENSEVAL-2 (to be held in Spring
2001).

This workshopaddressesproblemsof word sensedisambiguationanddelineationof appropriate
sensedistinctions,with specificemphasison approachesthat involve morethanonelanguageand
thewaysin whichobservationsaboutcross-linguisticequivalenceaffectourconsiderationof sense
divisionsin the individual languages.More generally, we seekto fosterdiscussionandexchanges
of insightin any areaof computationallinguisticswhereanon-monolingualapproachto wordsense
issuesis beingtaken.

Many peopleareowedthanksfor their contributionsto settingup thisworkshop.Weareespecially
grateful to David Yarowsky and the staff of the HumanLanguageTechnologyCenterat Hong
KongUniversityof ScienceandTechnologyfor their work in producingtheseproceedingsundera
very tight schedule.TheSIGLEX’00 ProgramCommitteeenabledus to work within a very brief
time frame,by quickly turning aroundreviews for the substantialnumberof submissionsto the
conference.Finally, theDepartmentof ComputerScienceatVassarCollegeprovidedadministrative
andorganizationalsupport.All of themareresponsiblefor thesuccessof SIGLEX’00.

Nancy Ide,SIGLEX’00 Chair
Poughkeepsie, New York
September, 2000

i


