
ESSAY TOPICS

Issue:  Conformity/Success

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the opinion stated 
below.  Support your views with reasons and/or examples from your own 
experience, observations, or reading.

“No one can possibly achieve any real and lasting success or ‘get rich’ in 
business by conforming to conventional practices or ways of thinking.”

Argument:  Roller Skating

Hospital statistics regarding people who go to the emergency room after 
roller-skating accidents indicate the need for more protective equipment.  
Within this group of people, 75 percent of those who had accidents in streets
or parking lots were not wearing any protective clothing (helmets, knee 
pads, etc.) or any light-reflecting material (clip-on lights, glow-in-the-dark 
wrist pads, etc.).  Clearly, these statistics indicate that by investing in high-
quality protective gear and reflective equipment, roller skaters will greatly 
reduce their risk of being severely injured in an accident.

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument.
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