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(10 points) 

(A) Gelda’s House of Gelbelgarg (1/3) 

A frequent problem in computational linguistics is that passages often use words that the computer simply 

doesn’t have in its dictionary.  Online slang evolves very fast, people use foreign words in English passages, 

people make typos and invent new abbreviations, etc.  You could add new words to the dictionary as fast as 

you can find them and the next day the program could still be stumped by a new one! 

 

But the program doesn’t have to give up – instead, it can try to work out as much as it can.  Various clues 

can tell a program whether something is a noun or a verb, a person or an inanimate object, etc., and you can 

even work out more!  The following is a webpage where customers have rated their most recent experience 

at Gelda’s House of Gelbelgarg.  Even if you’ve never heard of any of these dishes, you can still figure out 

some things about them… 

A1. Based on the following reviews, attempt to categorize the following items into:  

 

 I: Individual, discrete food items 

 L: Liquids, undifferentiated masses, or masses of uncountably small things 

 C: Containers or measurements 

 

You won’t be able to categorize them with 100% certainty, but use the category that you think is most  

probable for each. Choose a single category for each word below. 

 

 
 I L C 

färsel-försel    

gelbelgarg    

gorse-weebel    

rolse    

flebba    

göngerplose    

meembel    

sweet-bolger    

jason
Typewriter
M&M's, Fall 2011 - Print out andanswer any 2 of these 4 problems.

jason
Line

jason
Line



 

YOUR NAME:                                           REGISTRATION #:                                         

(A) Gelda’s House of Gelbelgarg (2/3) 

Gelda’s House of Gelbelgarg  based on 18 reviews 

1138 Euclid Ave. 

Neighborhood: Lower Uptown 

Category: Ethnic, Specialty 

Price Range: $$ 

Hours: Mon-Fri. 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Sat. 10:30 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

  

 

mosfel2 

Reviews: 2 
  
  
  
Report this 

A hidden gem in Lower Uptown!  Get the färsel-försel 

with gorse-weebel and you’ll have a happy stomach for a 

week.  And top it off with a flebba of sweet-bolger while 

you’re at it! 

 

Food  

Service  

Atmosphere  

Value  

SanDeE* 

Reviews: 2 
  

  

Report this 

The portions at this place are just too big!  I’d rather 

have half the portions at a lower price – they just bring 

out too many göngerplose and too much meembel for 

me. 

 

 

Food  

Service  

Atmosphere  

Value  

wndlHghs40 

Reviews: 5 
  
  
  
Report this 

i took my nana here and she said it was just like she re-

membered from the old country.  but the service was a 

bit lacking – nana ordered four gelbelgarg and the wait-

ress only brought two! 

  

 

 

Food  

Service  

Atmosphere  

Value  
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(A) Gelda’s House of Gelbelgarg (3/3) 

xMandiee7x 

Reviews: 4 
  
  
  
Report this 

I found the food confusing and disorienting.  Where is 

this from?  I randomly ordered the färsel-försel and had 

to send them back!  Three words: weird, weird, and 

weird. 

 

 

Food  

Service  

Atmosphere  

Value  

wrldTrvl1977 

Reviews: 11 
  
  
  
Report this 

I went to Wolserl last year for a holiday, and this is the 

real thing.  If you order the gelbelgarg, though, make 

sure you also get at least one rolse of sweet-bolger – 

it’s how the locals like it! 

 

 

Food  

Service  

Atmosphere  

Value  

money@home 

Reviews: 103 
  
User is on probation 

the prices are steep, but i can afford them – i make up 

to $75/hr working at home!  find out how i do it at 

http://bit.ly/grhCm 

 

 

Food  

Service  

Atmosphere  

Value  

bu_zhidao 

Reviews: 8 
  
  
Report this 

not a great date spot! i got a gelbelgarg and a rolse of 

meembel, but my date was so disoriented that she just 

ended up with some gorse-weebel. :/ 

 

 

Food  

Service  

Atmosphere  

Value  

wembley2000 

Reviews: 2 
  

Report this 

The food was pretty good… But I would have liked 

more gorse-weebel and fewer göngerplose.  You really 

feel like the chef is skimping on the good stuff.. 

 

 

Food  

Service  

Atmosphere  

Value  
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(10 points) 

(M) No smoke without fire (1/3) 

Think about the meaning of the following sentence: 

 

(1) The 2010 Winter Olympics were in Canada. 

 

Assuming that we only know sentence 1 to be true, is sentence 2 necessarily true?  

 

(2) The 2010 Winter Olympics were in Vancouver. 

 

The answer is no.  Assuming we only know sentence 1 to be true, the 2010 Winter Olympics could have 

taken place in any Canadian city, but not necessarily in Vancouver.  

 

Now examine the relationship between sentences 3 and 4.  Assuming sentence 3 is true, is sentence 4 now 

necessarily true? 

 

(3) The 2010 Winter Olympics were in Vancouver. 
(4) The 2010 Winter Olympics were in Canada. 

 

Now the answer is yes.  Since Vancouver is a Canadian city, any event which occurs in Vancouver necessarily 

occurs in Canada. 

 

The logical relationship which holds between sentences 3 and 4 is called an entailment.  In formal 

terms, sentence A entails sentence B if whenever A is true, B is necessarily true.  The entailment relationship 

is typically represented graphically this way: A ||- B. 

 

Here are some more examples of the entailment relationship between sentences: 

 

(5) Shaun White is a Winter Olympian ||-  Shaun White is an Olympian 

(6) Shaun White is an Olympian ||-  Shaun White is an athlete 

(7) Shaun White won a gold medal  ||-   Someone won a gold medal 

Notice that the entailment relationship must hold in the specified direction but will not necessarily hold in 

both directions.  So, sentence 3 entails sentence 4 even though sentence 4 does not entail sentence 3. 
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(M) No smoke without fire (2/3) 

Now examine the relationship between sentences 8 and 9. 

 

(8) I did not see Shaun White win the gold medal in the 2010 Winter Olympics. 

(9) Shaun White won the gold medal in the 2010 Winter Olympics. 

 

Sentences 8 and 9 illustrate a relationship called presupposition.  In this pair of sentences, the  

information presented in sentence 9 is what the speaker assumes (or presupposes) to be the case when  

uttering sentence 8.  That is, to say “I did not see Shaun White win the gold medal” assumes the belief that 

Shaun White won a gold medal.  In formal terms, sentence A presupposes sentence B if A not only implies B 

but also implies that the truth of B is somehow taken for granted. A presupposition of a sentence is thus part 

of the background against which its truth or falsity is judged.  The presupposition relationship is typically  

represented graphically this way: A >> B 

 

Here are some more examples of presuppositions (where the first sentence in each pair presupposes the 

second): 
 

(10) I regret not seeing Shaun White’s gold medal run >> Shaun White had a gold medal run 

(11) Shaun White continues to rule the halfpipe >>  Shaun White had been ruling the halfpipe 

(12) Snowboarding is now an Olympic sport >> Snowboarding was once not an Olympic sport 
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(M) No smoke without fire (3/3) 

M1.  For any given pair of sentences, the entailment and presupposition relationships may or 

 may not hold, together or separately.  

 

 For each of the following possible combinations, your task is to provide one example of a pair of  

 sentences with an explanation of your reasoning for proposing your pair of sentences as a valid and 

 convincing example in each case. 

 

a. A pair of sentences in which sentence A neither entails nor presupposes sentence B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. A pair of sentences in which sentence A entails and presupposes sentence B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c. A pair of sentences in which sentence A presupposes but does not entail sentence B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d. A pair of sentences in which sentence A entails but does not presuppose sentence B. 
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(10 points) 

(H) Ardhay Uzzlepay (1/4) 

Minangkabau is an Austronesian language spoken by about 7 million people around the West Sumatran city of 

Padang in Indonesia. Its speakers generally also speak Indonesian but Minangkabau is a distinct language.  

Minangkabau has a number of 'play languages' that people use for fun, like Pig Latin in English. Ordinary  

language words are changed into play language by following just a few rules. One of these 'play languages' is 

called Sorba while another is called Solabar. 

 

Here are some examples of standard Minangkabau words and their Sorba play language equivalents: 

Standard Minangkabau Sorba English Translation 

raso sora 'taste, feeling' 

rokok koro 'cigarette' 

rayo yora 'celebrate' 

susu sursu 'milk' 

baso sorba 'language' 

lamo morla 'long time' 

mati tirma 'dead' 

bulan larbu 'month' 

minum nurmi 'drink' 

lilin lirli 'wax, candle' 

mintak tarmin 'request' 

cubadak darcuba 'jackfruit' (a large tropical fruit) 

mangecek cermange 'talk' 

bakilek lerbaki 'lightning' 

sawah warsa 'rice field' 

pitih tirpi 'money' 

manangih ngirmana 'cry' 

urang raru 'person' 

apa para 'father' 

iko kori 'this' 

gata-gata targa-targa 'flirtatious' 

maha-maha harma-harma 'expensive' 

campua purcam 'mix' 
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(H) Ardhay Uzzlepay (2/4) 

H1 (2 points). Using the same rules that you have discovered from examining the words in the Table 

 above, write the Sorba equivalents of the following standard Minangkabau words in the Table below. 

Standard Minangkabau Sorba English 

rancak   'nice' 

jadi   'happen' 

makan   'eat' 

marokok   'smoking' 

ampek   'hundred' 

limpik-limpik   'stuck together' 

dapua   'kitchen' 

H2 (2 points). If you know a Sorba word, can you work backwards to standard Minangkabau? Demonstrate 

 with the Sorba word lore which means 'good'.  
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(H) Ardhay Uzzlepay (3/4) 

H3 (4 points). The other 'play language' is called Solabar. The rules for converting a standard Minangkabau 

 word to Solabar can be worked out from the following examples: 

Standard Minangkabau Solabar  English 

baso solabar 'language' 

campua pulacar 'mix' 

makan kalamar 'eat' 

 What is the Solabar equivalent of the Sorba word tirpi 'money'? How many different possible answers 

 are there based on the evidence that you have? List all of these hypotheses, from most likely to least 

 likely. 

 

 What one or two other words in Minangkabau would you like to see translated to Solabar in order 

 to rule out all of these hypotheses except for one? The remaining hypothesis may or may not be the 

 likeliest one that you selected above.  
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(H) Ardhay Uzzlepay (4/4) 

H4 (2 points). In writing Minangkabau does the sequence 'ng' represent one sound or two sounds?    

 

 _______ 

 

 

 Provide evidence that supports your answer. 
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(15 points) 
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