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The next wirdess thing is mobile pogtioning. With mobile posgtioning, your phone could become
apersond tracking device, dlowing your family, friends and boss to know whereyou are a dl
times. Y our mohile phone will serve asalocation device aslong asit is switched on. The
function is due to new wirdess technologies and old-fashioned math. Basicdly, operators can
caculate where mobile phone users are based on their rlative position to so-cdled base
gations, which transmit mobile-phone sgnds.

Police have used amilar methods to find out if suspects were near acrime location, Smply by
checking whether phone calls where made near certain base sations. Using Smilar techniques,
arergency sarvices have been able to locate fires and accidents, even if phone calsfrom
people in need of help had been cut off. Now, it'sfindly time for commercia sarvices In
Scandinavia, where most everybody has mobile phones glued to their eers most of thetime, a
dew of new sarvices has sarted. MobilePostion AB, a Swedish high-tech sart-up, developed
afew sample sarvices cdled Y achtPosition, BikePostion, and FriendFinder.

All three MobilePogtion sarvices work on the same principle: The operator automaticaly
positions the user of the service. The location is then used to guide the user to whatever he
wantsto find, if the information is available. The firgt such services are bound to be verticdl,
which meansthey are geared to a specid user ssgment, such as sallors for Y achtPostion and
bike riders for BikePogtion. But eventudly, postioning technology will engble many different
applications, handy both in private life and a work.

Y achtPogtion is handy for sallors. After diding up the sarvice, usarsimmediatey know their
position in longitude and latitude. They can then check from amenu to find out if whetever they
need is nearby: Marinas, bars, shops, mechanics, supplies -- itsdl there, beit only for usersin
Sweden and Horida for the moment. Many sailors are enthused about the project because it
gives them live updates on the weether and even wave heights

BikePogtion worksjugt the same, but is geared for bikers. The service will tdll you if weather
conditions are gppropriate for abikeride (rain vs dear skies), and dlow usersto find whatever
they need in a 50-kilometer radius. Pilot versons of both services have drawn thousands of
users o far. YachtPodtion has 20,000 registered users, while BikePosition has 5,000. And
that'sjugt in Sweden: The service will soon be avalable in the rest of the world.



FriendFinder isfor everyone, not just sports fanatics: 1t knows a user's pogtion in relation to
friends or colleagues with mobile phones. To useit, you first have to turn to your PC, though.
On the Web, usersregister a"buddy list," which contains dl the people one wantsto find on a
regular basis. The gpplication then sends an email or short message to the people on the lig,
asking them if they want to be on your lig & dl and, if o, when they want to be "localized."
They can choose between "only office hours' and "only weekends' and severd other options.
No one will be able to see a user's position unless he has authorized it.

However, the sarviceis precise only up to about 500 meters. If friends get any doser than that,
the phone won't know exactly how dosethey are. A further drawback of dl of these pogtioning
savicesistha they are accessble mainly via WAP, which forces users to waste minutes logging
into Web portds -- not exactly an easy thing on ayacht, for example. Both issues are bound to
be resolved when more advanced and faster communication networks get built in yearsto
come.

Whatever the benfits of the service, one should be aware that the service measures only
digance. Thereis no digtinguishing between a person being a the office or the bar right below it.



