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Choosing an operaing system for your computer would not be very difficult congdering
that dmogt dl computers come pre-indaled with Windows 98 or ME. Unlessyou are stuck with
anarchaic 2.1 GB hard disk, or you are not adventurous, you should consder ingaling another
operating system. Here afew other Operating Systems have been reviewed.

If you are anti-Microsoft, then the following operating systems should redlly whet your
appetite.

BEOS 5.0

Free, freg, free. Be Incorporated offersits BeOS 5 Persond Edition--a no charge--to
anyone with the time and bandwidth to download a 42MB file. Unfortunatdly, this version tekes
up awhopping 512MB of disk space and doesn't ingdl on non-Windows computers. Persond
Edition isworth atry, but only to get afed for this Mac like platform.

Good News:

1) Theingdlaion isvery smple. No need to partition your hard disk.

2) It has built in support for multimedia tools

3) Theinterfaceissmilar to aMac and has dl the essentid utilities dose at hand.

Bad News.

1) Runs only on meachines running Windows.

2) Unless you boot from afloppy disk every time you resart a BeOS 5 machine, youll
automaticaly return to Windows.

3) Bad hardware support.

4) Virtudly no software is available except Quake Il and Civilization.

Reault:
This OSis good for anew experience but it gets pummeled as astand done OS.

RED HAT LINUX 7.0

While this rdease of Red Hat represents an excdlent summary of dl that Linux haes had
to offer o far, it isthe next anticipated point release that will bring some of the most eagerly
awaited features to X Windows desktops everywhere. Specificaly, those with their hearts set on
dable rdeases of the Linux 2.4 kernd should probably st tight. While preview rdesses of both



are provided with Red Hat 7, neither can be considered completely stable at this point. However,
if you're new to Linux, or you're looking for the most comprehensve, up-to-date distribution
currently available, Red Hat 7 won't disgppoint.

Good News:

1) IngdlationisMUCH better.

2) Improved hardware support over the previous versons of Linux.

3) 3D support for Intel 1810, ATI and Matrox chips and a preview driver for 3Dfx video cards.
4) More oftware than ever before.

Bad News:

1) Manipulating files under Linux isdill achore

2) A centrdized control is till needed.

Helpisindire need of Hep itsdf. Thereis no magter index, no universa search fegture, and no

way to find groups of rdated commands without bresking a swedt.

Reault:

Look Out Windows While Red Hat cartainly has some mgor terrain in front of it, with this
release mogt of its rough days are behind it. With careful attention to usability and amore
centralized gpproach to its help and configuration, were likely to see hordes of new Linux users.

WINDOWS ME

The latest edition of Windows has a brand-new name, but it's not the whole new bag of
tricks you might expect. Microsoft's Windows Millennium Edition (ak.a Windows Me) isthe
company's third update to Windows 98. But depite the brouhaha, it turns out that Millennium
only adds up to about Windows 98; it offers the same customizable user profiles as Windows 95
and only afew upgrades from Windows 98.

Good News:.

1) Promises of greater Speed and Sability.

2) Hasadreamlined interface.

3) Comeswith*cool new multimediatools’.
4) And mog importantly, faster Sart-uptimes

Bad News.

1) Mog of these “cool new multimediatools’ can be downloaded from the Internet. Examples
of these are |E 5.5 and Windows Media player.

2) RunsWindows applications dower than Windows 98.

Result:

Millennium is agreet face-lift for Windows 98, but it's not redly a necessary upgrade. If you
have frequent technicd difficulties or work with alot of pictures or music on your home PC, try
the new OS. But if you're happy with Windows 98 or use your PC for business, gick with what
you've gat. If you run Windows a home, on the other hand, the decison to upgrade is atoss up.
Y oull be able to download cool new Millennium tools such as the new Media Player and IE 5.5



for free without the upgrade, and Me's speedier boot-up time won't even work unless your entire
PC supportsit (which it undoubtedly won't). But for home Windows buffs who like the idea of

better technica help, improved sound and video features, and other smdl but neat enhancements,
Windows Me might sound mighty tempting.
So what is our suggestion? Stick to Windows 98 aslong &s . ..... the next release of Windows!!

Thenext rdeaseisin thefind sagesand isNOT caled *Windows . It's code name is Whidtler.
More on that later.



